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Landscape architecture is the profession which applies artistic and 
scientific principles to the research, planning, design and 
management of both natural and built environments.  Practitioners 
of this profession apply creative and technical skills and scientific, 
cultural and political knowledge in the planned arrangement of 
natural and constructed elements on the land with a concern for 
the stewardship and conservation of natural, constructed and 
human resources.  The resulting environments shall serve useful, 
aesthetic, safe and enjoyable purposes.

Landscape architecture may, for the purposes of landscape 
preservation, development and enhancement, include:  
investigation, selection, and allocation of land and water resources 
for appropriate use; feasibility studies; formulation of graphic and 
written criteria to govern the planning and design of land 
construction programs; preparation, review, and analysis of master 
plans for land use and development; production of overall site 
plans, landscape grading and landscape drainage plans, irrigation 
plans, planting plans, and construction details; specifications; cost 
estimates and reports for land development; collaboration in the 
design of roads, bridges, and structures with respect to the 
functional and aesthetic requirement of the areas on which they 
are to be placed; negotiation and arrangement for execution of 
land area projects; field observation and inspection of land area 
construction, restoration, and maintenance.
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DESIGN AWARDS
HONOR  AWARD
Recognizes superior professional achievement and projects that 
embody the creativity, imagination and practicality of the 
profession of landscape architecture.

MERIT AWARD
Recognizes meritorious projects exhibiting outstanding 
achievement in the profession of landscape architecture. 

SPECIAL RECOGNITION
Recognizes projects exhibiting notable achievement in the 
profession of landscape architecture. 

CRITERIA FOR JUDGING

 Represents excellence or leading edge of landscape  
 architecture practice

 Overall significance to the profession and the   
 environment

 Description and solution of goals and objectives

 Choice of building and plant materials

 Execution and appearance of installed work

 Exhibits new technology, a pioneering use of previously  
 created methodology, a uniquely effective means of  
 combining, presenting, and programming landscape  
 architectural techniques



AWARD RECIPIENTS
Special Recognition Awards

Ohio Landscape Architecture Award
Metro Parks of Summit County Ohio

Ohio Chapter ASLA Medal
Alan D. McKnight
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LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE IN OHIO AWARD

METRO PARKS SERVING SUMMIT COUNTY OHIO

The Landscape Architecture in Ohio Award recognizes non-landscape architects who 
significantly improve the built environment in Ohio through sound planning, land 
management and design.  This award was created to identify the accomplishments of 
individuals, agencies, cities, corporations and non-profit groups that have substantially 
contributed to the improvement of quality of life in Ohio.

Metro Parks, Serving Summit County was established in 1921 as a separate 
political subdivision of the State of Ohio. Today, the park district manages 
nearly 9,000 acres, including 13 developed parks, six conservation areas and 
more than 120 miles of trails. 

The park district’s governing body is the three-person Board of Park 
Commissioners, appointed by the Summit County Probate Judge. 
Commissioners serve overlapping three-year terms without compensation 
and are assisted by the director-secretary, who oversees the work of full-time 
and part-time employees, seasonal workers and volunteers.

I have had a professional association with Metro Parks, Serving Summit County 
for fourteen years on a variety of projects from streambank stabilizations to river 
fords to utility extensions to trail designs.  Without exception their design staff, led 
by David C. Whited, ASLA, has approached each project with the twin goals 
of providing for the recreational needs of the community and protecting the 
plentiful, yet often fragile, natural amenities of the site.  Each project we have 
designed in collaboration with Metro Parks has been the product of a careful 
and thorough study of the needs of the community, the opportunities and 
constraints presented by the site and the design options that best suit the 
needs of both.  The Metro Parks staff will never settle for the easy or least 
expensive solution if it does not serve both needs.  

It has been said that there is no good project without a good client.  The Metro 
Parks staff’s clarity of thought, their wealth of experience and knowledge and 
their collaborative attitude make them an outstanding client. The proof is in the 
high quality and popular acclaim of their facilities.  Metro Parks, Serving Summit 
County manages nearly 9,000 acres, including 13 developed parks, six 
conservation areas and more than 120 miles of trails.  The park district has been 
a leader in forging partnerships that been responsible for the development of 
most of the Ohio & Erie Canal Towpath Trail within the county, involving 
municipalities, institutions, non-profit groups, corporate entities and private 
citizens in that effort.  The district has also volunteered its staff expertise in 
assisting other community groups to bring a sense of natural resource 
stewardship to their projects.



OHIO CHAPTER MEDAL
The Ohio Chapter Medal is the highest award bestowed by the Ohio Chapter of the 
American Society of Landscape Architects.  It recognizes members who have made 
extraordinary contributions to the profession of Landscape Architecture.  The recipients of 
the medal are selected on the basis of their professionalism, work, and contributions made 
to the profession.  Alan McKnight has been selected to receive the Chapter Medal. 

Alan McKnight
Metro Parks, Serving Summit County was established in 1921 as a separate 

 



AWARD OF HONOR
Qing Shan Lake Waterfront Park
Hang Zhou, P.R. of China

Qing Shan Lake Waterfront Park (‘Qing Shan’) is in a private "new 
town" development in the Zhejiang Province in the south of the P.R. 
of China. Located about 45 minutes from the city of Hang Zhou, this 
new, mixed-use development includes residential, commercial, 
educational, and resort/ entertainment components all surround-
ing a large, man-made reservoir lake. The site currently consists of 
undeveloped hillsides with a natural water edge and newly built 
highways and roads connecting Qing Shan to neighboring cities.

Landscape Architecture Firm:
Client:
Project Landscape Architect:
Additional Credits:

Category:    

 
                       

POD Design
Zhong Du Real Estate Group
Yumin Li
Huang Ji – Hangzhou GodHand Landscape Engineering Co. Ltd.
Steve Kolwicz - POD Design
Gary Schmidt - POD Design
Paul Buchanan - POD Design
Conceptual

POD Design



With the Chinese economy growing at a robust rate of nearly 10% 
per year, the corresponding lifestyle shift for the Chinese population 
is equally remarkable. However, this lifestyle change is a new and 
on-going process and the local design and planning profession 
along with the local governments are having difficulties in predict-
ing the influence these changes will have on the populace when 
planning for and approving new residential and commercial 
projects such as this. As a firm with substantial amount of experience 
in this type of project, we were brought in to offer expertise that 
could benefit the developer and the community now and in the 
future.

Several challenges presented themselves as the project began, the 
biggest one being how to take advantage of a beautiful 
waterfront setting and develop an economically sustainable, 
mixed-use waterfront park for residents and visitors. Before our 
involvement in this project, the client already had detailed 
construction documents of building architecture for a portion of the 
project… a commercial/retail area plus a clubhouse in a 
“streetscape” style arrangement. The problem was that this building 
arrangement turned its back on and didn’t take advantage of 

anything that could occur along the waterfront. Interaction with the 
waterfront was cursory at best with many buildings actually having 
service areas facing the valuable feature. The client was not happy 
with the layout and was looking for ideas to make better use of a 
very valuable project amenity while keeping the buildings as 
designed and sited. The client’s view was that redesign of the 
architecture would not be economically feasible. Therefore, our 
firm was asked to generate design ideas to enhance pedestrian 
access to and usage of the waterfront from the existing commer-
cial building arrangement and to develop an overall master plan 
integrating these retail/commercial areas of the site with a 
waterfront park offering a variety of activities for visitors.

Despite the obstacle of architecture and building siting that could 
not be changed, the landscape architectural solution for the Qing 
Shan Lake Waterfront Park Master Plan utilizes design theories and 
practices more common in developed countries and helps the 
client and the Qing Shan community from an environmental, 
economic and social standpoint.



AWARD OF MERIT
Jeffry Wilson Revitalization Plan
Portsmouth, Virginia 

The Jeffry Wilson Revitalization Plan provides an urban 
redevelopment vision for two critical areas in Portsmouth, Virginia.  
This vision was developed as part of the Portsmouth 
Redevelopment and Housing Authority’s (PRHA) 2005 HOPE VI 
Grant Application.  The HOPE VI (Home Ownership for People 
Everywhere) grant is the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development’s primary program for transforming public housing.  
The purpose of this planning and analysis project was to articulate a 
redevelopment vision that will not only lead to the creation of 
quality housing, but reconnect and revitalize major portions of the 
city that have been isolated by distressed and obsolete pockets of 
public housing.

Two project sites were part of the urban planning problem.  The 
existing Jeffry Wilson Homes project (Jeffry Wilson On-site) and a 
portion of the former Ida Barbour Homes site (Jeffry Wilson Off-site).  
Both sites are critically located within existing urban neighborhoods 
and mixed-use commercial districts.  Like other slum clearance 
undertakings of its time, these projects were built by clearing away 
the existing urban fabric and building an isolated enclave of 
housing, complete with an inward facing loop road and 
barracks-like buildings 

The landscape architect led the design process.  This included a 
public process where current residents and community 
stakeholders reviewed site plans and architectural designs at 
various stages and provided critical input.  The landscape architect 
was responsible for the development of all planning alternatives, 
refinement of the site plans, presentation graphics (including 
character sketches) and all design-related narrative sections of the 
HOPE VI application.  The landscape architect also collaborated 
with the project architect to refine building types and meet universal 
design and accessibility standards.

Landscape Architecture Firm:
Client:

Project Landscape Architect:
Category:   
 
                       

The EDGE Group
Portsmouth Redevelopment 
& Housing Authority 
Cornerstone Housing
Tedd Hardesty
Planning

The EDGE Group



The plans for these two sites are the catalyst for the redevelopment 
of the entire Mid-Town area of Portsmouth.  Major voids that 
currently exist in the urban fabric will be filled with viable 
neighborhoods.  These sites will reconnect neighborhoods with 
sensitive architecture, pedestrian-friendly streets, and quality open 
space.  Traditional urban design elements of both sites include:

       1.  Architecture patterned after local architectural styles
       2.  Front porches on all building types
       3.  Walkable public streets with sidewalks and street trees
       4.  Homes fronting on to neighborhood green spaces                    
            providing safe, “eyes-on-the-park” defensible space
       5.  Alley access to avoid driveways and garages on the                   
            street that force homes apart and reduce pedestrian      
            friendliness
       6.  Interconnected grid of neighborhood streets.
 
The physical redevelopment of these sites only accomplishes a 
portion of the revitalization.  As part of the HOPE VI application, the 
PRHA has put in place a variety of Community Supportive Services 
and also administers a Family Self Sufficiency program.  This program 
has been extremely successful in helping individuals complete their 
education, find and retain jobs and ultimately purchase a new 
home.  Combining these social solutions along with quality urban 
design solutions provide the key ingredients for true revitalization. 

In October of 2005, the PRHA learned that they had been awarded 
$20 million from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development toward the implementation of the Jeffry Wilson 
Revitalization Vision.  The PRHA was one of 7 recipients of the Hope VI 
Grant out of 29 other Housing Authorities that were competing for 
the funding.  Local matching funds will provide the balance of the 
$80 million project.  Final design and engineering will begin in the 
spring of 2006 with construction scheduled to begin as early as 
autumn 2006.  

Hope for Portsmouth is now a reality.  The Jeffry Wilson funding has 
resulted in the announcement of several viable mixed-use 
commercial proposals for the midtown area that will further 
complete the revitalization.  Soon the historic neighborhoods of 
Portsmouth will be knitted back together with vibrant urban streets, 
shared open space, and proud homeowners.



AWARD OF MERIT

Landscape Architecture Firm:
Client:

Project Landscape Architect:
Additional Credits:

Category:   

Flint Union Cemetery Meditation Fountain/Master Plan
Worthington, Ohio

POD Design
Sharon Twp. Walnut Grove 
Flint Cemetery Board of Trustees
Stephen Kolwicz 
WHR Consultants - Landscape Architectural Consultant
Yumin Li - POD Design
Paul Buchanan - POD Design
Jon Yurciak - POD Design
Richard Ansley - Cemetery Advisory Committee 
Deb Knapke - Cemetery Advisory Committee
Fred Hower - Cemetery Advisory Committee
Conceptual

POD Design

Flint Cemetery is one of two sites owned jointly by Sharon Township 
and the City of Worthington and is located just north of Columbus, 
Ohio. The original portion of the cemetery dates back to 1821 and is 
one of just three cemeteries serving Worthington. The site, consisting 
of approximately 11 acres (9 of which were undeveloped at the 
time of the 2002 master plan), is mostly open fields bordered by 
residential and office uses on all sides. The entry drive to the site leads 
visitors through a wooded ravine before passing by the original 
section of the cemetery and then opening up onto the main 
expansion area. 

At the time our firm was selected for the project, the cemetery 
Advisory Committee was already struggling to maintain a balance 
between their vision for the expansion area and the pragmatics of 
the first phase infrastructure. The overall master plan concept was to 
divide the site into a series of elliptical spaces, each with its own axis 
allowing a variety of vistas within the site. The first phase of 
construction was to focus on developing the first of these ellipses by 
realigning and extending the entry drive to intersect with a looped 
drive around a gently sloping lawn area. Our firm was hired to 
prepare the overall grave layout for the cemetery, develop a 
master planting plan, and prepare a refined concept for a 
meditation fountain called for in the 2002 cemetery master plan. 



The meditation fountain had originally been designated as a focal 
feature within the first phase ellipse. The problem from the start of our 
design process was that the alignment for the entry drive did not 
reflect the correct axial relationship envisioned in the 2002 master 
plan. The result of this change was to focus attention directly into the 
meditation area (which was intended to be a private, reflective 
place) rather than aiming the views of oncoming traffic into the 
more public open space of the ellipse. Furthermore, this new 
intersection location aligned with a portion of the ellipse lacking 
adequate depth to effectively screen the meditation area from 
approaching cars, creating an awkward setting for those seeking a 
place of solace. After working with the Advisory Committee to refine 
the program for the meditation fountain, the entrant suggested 
moving the fountain to the current location in a more secluded 
corner of the site. This new location provides a much needed 
balance between allowing valuable ground within the ellipse to be 
developed for burial sites, extending the vistas across the ellipse from 
the future office to the meditation fountain, and creating a greater 
sense of privacy within the mediation area. 

The fountain area itself is designed to provide a sense of intimacy 
and comfort while maximizing opportunities for burial space and 
memorials. Visitors approach the oval shaped grove of trees by 
ascending either a series of simple stone risers set in turf or via a 
gracefully sloping accessible pathway. To stay in keeping with the 
natural feel of the site, all paving materials will be natural stone in 
either stabilized gravel or slab form. The outer limit of the meditation 
area is defined by a simple oval path set against the backdrop of 
native flowering trees. While the path itself is not intended to be used 
a burial space, both the lawn it surrounds and the perimeter 
benches along it provide spaces for either full-size or cremation 
burials. As visitors continue to ascend toward the back of the oval, 
they will encounter a circular area partially enclosed by native Ohio 
stone columbarium seat walls with an ivy-covered cedar arbor. In 
the center of the circle, a granite slab fountain provides the soothing 
sound of trickling water and serves as the anchor of a vista back 
across the elliptical burial grounds towards the proposed office. The 
meditation fountain area is set among the native trees and 
shrubbery that provide both a buffer and natural context for a walk 
through the woods that will connect to other areas of the cemetery.

Doing any design in a cemetery requires more than just the technical 
knowledge of sound site planning or planting design; it requires an 
understanding of the delicate balance between the unique needs 
of several very different user groups. There are the mourners, who in 
many cases seek a place of solitude for quiet remembrance and 
healing. There are longer-term visitors, who come to see their dearly 
departed loved ones on a regular basis and want to enjoy their visits 
in a serene, natural environment. Finally, there is the cemetery owner 
who needs to provide the setting sought by the two groups listed 
above while maximizing their ability to provide burial sites for future 
plot owners looking for a special place for their final resting. In the 
realization of the new master plan and memorial fountain 
meditation area for Flint Union Cemetery, our design successfully 
stitches these needs together in a respectful and dignified manner 
befitting all potential users within the community.



AWARD OF MERIT

Landscape Architecture Firm:
Client:
Project Landscape Architect:
Additional Credits:

Category:   

Central Ohio Innovation Center
Dublin, Ohio

POD Design
The City of Dublin Ohio
Yumin Li 
Steve Kolwicz - POD Design
Gary Schmidt - POD Design
Paul Buchanan - POD Design
Carson C. Combs, ASLA, AICP - City of Dublin
Daniel E. Phillabaum, ASLA, APA - City of Dublin
Jennifer M. Rauch, Associate ASLA, APA - City of Dublin
Dana M. McDaniel - Deputy City Manager/Director of Economic Development - City of Dublin
O’Brien/Atkins Associates, PA - Research & Development Technical Consultant
Research & Communication

POD Design

In November 2004, city economic development officials 
approached planners and designers with an opportunity to 
compete in a site selection process for a world-class cancer 
treatment and research facility within the Central Ohio region. The 
economic impacts of the proposed project for the city were 
substantial, and the need to create a vision that would provide 
physical substance to an undefined business plan was identified as 
a key element to the project’s success. In less than two months, city 
planners identified a site and developed a conceptual site plan for 
the project that would include the creation of a new innovation 
campus to address the future research and treatment expansion 
needs of The Ohio State University Medical Center.

To create interest and support within the medical center and 
university administration, a package of visuals highlighted by the 
animation were compiled to convey the major design themes 
behind the campus:

1.  Creating a walkable campus with designed spaces where 
people can learn and work in close proximity;
2.  Integrating greenways, wetlands, and naturalized landscaping 
into the built environment to create a relaxing, healing environment 
for patients, visitors and staff;
3.  Utilizing quality architecture that signifies innovation and 
technology while blending into the natural environment; and
4.  Developing a medical research campus that becomes the 
central focus and catalyst for a much larger technology-based 
park.



As a result of this public-private design effort, the project animation 
has helped to solidify the city’s stance as a viable partner and 
example of the development of technology-based clusters in the 
Central Ohio region.  With The Ohio State University Health and 
Innovation Park as an anchor tenant, the animation has served as a 
key communication tool for the larger Central Ohio Innovation 
Center, which has expanded from the original 200-acre master 
plan to encompass over 1,300 acres of planning area. The 
animation has been used for countless presentations to public 
officials, local media outlets, potential developers, research 
companies, real estate companies, technology groups, 
neighboring jurisdictions, city departments/staff and the general 
public. To date, more than 200 digital copies have been made 
available to the media and potential clients since the press 
conference unveiling the Central Ohio Innovation Center.  

Based upon these efforts, UMC Partners (a private venture arm of 
The Ohio State University Medical Center) has entered into a 
development agreement with the city to develop a state of the art 
facility within the Central Ohio Innovation Center. 
 

In order to provide definition to that vision, city staff and landscape 
architects worked jointly over a period of two short weeks to 
develop a set of carefully crafted visuals and an animation piece 
based upon the conceptual master plan.  The results had to convey 
the design intent to laypersons and gain support for the project as a 
cornerstone for a much larger regional technology employment 
center. Through the use of wireframe animation and the 
incorporation of renderings generated in-house, a three 
dimensional package was created to show conceptual buildings 
and massing, common spaces, linkages to regional recreation and 
transportation systems and conceptual landscaping and potential 
architectural themes. The chosen method of animation and 
renderings struck a finely tuned balance between (1) giving 
enough information on design intent to plant the seed of a vision 
and to generate excitement within the medical center while (2) 
leaving details up to the imagination of each audience member to 
prevent a sense of inflexibility and rigidness. 

The city is also moving forward quickly to provide key infrastructure 
improvements, including the design and construction of a 
self-funded interchange to be completed in October 2008.  As 
expected, the magnitude of this anchor tenant will certainly act as 
a catalyst to stimulate additional development within the 
innovation center.  The initial vision brought to life in the animation 
has quickly garnered attention and has served as a key marketing 
piece to developers, trade shows, real estate companies and 
media outlets. More importantly, though, the Central Ohio 
Innovation Center is a key example of how the visual 
communication skills of landscape architects and planners can 
quickly coalesce local public officials. Based upon the ideas 
portrayed in the graphics package, municipal government 
assumed the role and speed of the private development 
community to change direction and set new priorities.  Significant 
elements of the municipal budget were reallocated to provide 
economic incentives, and considerable staff resources were 
reallocated. Working together as a team, landscape architects 
and planners from the city and consultant team developed a 
communications tool that generated buy-in from key stakeholders 
necessary to make the COIC a reality.



AWARD OF MERIT

Landscape Architecture Firm:
Client:
Project Landscape Architect:
Additional Credits:

Category:   

CCAD Quad
Columbus, Ohio

MSI
Columbus College of Art & Design
Darren Meyer
Denny Griffith - President CCAD
Jeff Fisher - Senior VP CFO CCAD
Bill Heifner - Renier Construction
George Acock - Acock Associates Architects
Constructed

MSI

The completion of the Quad in 2005 provided a much-needed 
central green for the students of the Columbus College of Art & 
Design.   The urban campus is spread over many blocks of 
detached buildings and surface parking lots in downtown 
Columbus, and the creation of the Quad established a heart for the 
campus that links the student dorms, the art gallery, and the 
recently completed student center.

Formerly a surface parking lot, the ½ acre green space was 
designed to accommodate the functions of a traditional campus 
quadrangle:  green space for recreation, pathways that follow 
desired walking routes, open space for organized events, and 
comfort for outdoor studying or socializing.   These functions were 
accommodated with a spatial form and palette of materials that is 
appropriate to the urban location of the campus and in the creative 
spirit of a school of art and design.



The materials, finishes, and installation techniques were selected 
within the constraints of a very limited construction budget provided 
through the generosity of an anonymous donor.  The project was 
delivered for under $10.00/sf and involved very close collaboration 
between the landscape architect and the builder to preserve the 
design intent within the budget constraints.  The hardscape 
elements consist of concrete pathways and seatwalls with standard 
finishes to match adjacent campus details, and an accent of 
crushed stone.  The crushed stone is a regionally-sourced 
aggregate material that is graded and compacted to provide an 
accessible walking surface.  The rich color and slight crunch of loose 
aggregate provides a warm contrast to the concrete paving.  
Existing trees were preserved in the open lawn areas near the 
dorms, and additional deciduous trees to shade the seatwall are 
planned for installation in the next growing season.  

The lighting was designed to accent the pathways while allowing 
ambient light from the generously-glazed student center and 
adjacent street lighting to provide an adequate level of illumination.  
The pathway lights were installed on concrete columns formed with 
builder’s tubes and raised slightly above ground level to protect 
them from maintenance operations.  The lights are placed just 
outside of the walkways to ensure no impediment to students during 
crowded passing periods and events.

The design of the Quad was developed in collaboration with the 
architect of the adjacent Crane Student Center to create a strong 
relationship between indoor and outdoor common space.  The 
landscape architect assisted in the development of site work 
around the student center and in master plan level 
recommendations to ensure a seamless transition between the 
Quad and adjacent campus pathways and open space.  
Additionally, the Quad was envisioned in the context of a larger 
district master plan that includes a neighboring college campus 
and the street corridor that provides the link between them. 



AWARD OF HONOR

Landscape Architecture Firm:
Client:
Project Landscape Architect:
Additional Credits:

Category:   

Discovery Frontier Playground
Grove City, Ohio

MSI
The City of Grove City
Tim Schmalenberger
Brad Kissling - MSI
Mayor Cheryl Grossman - Grove City
Kim Conrad, Director of Parks and Recreation Grove City
Robert Bennett & Larry Jones - Architectural Concrete Systems, Inc.
Mike Keller, PE & Marci Bland, PE - EMH&T
Mark Lagergren & Tony Ball - TORK, Inc.
Pinnacle Metal
David Schoeff - SMBH, Inc.
Constructed

MSI

In 2003, the City of Grove City had the goal of creating what they 
called an “All Children’s Playground” with the assistance of two 
federal grants.  The site was chosen to fit between a historical village 
and a modern YMCA facility.  The people of Grove City are very 
involved in their community, so a multitude of public meetings were 
held during the design process to get ideas and reactions from 
parents, children and concerned citizens.  Through this process, it 
was determined that the City would like to see an entirely unique 
design that embraces both the future of play and technology, and 
the history of the community.  One child in particular who attended 
every meeting expressed an extreme interest in space and our solar 
system, which became the inspiration for the final design.

Discovery Frontier in Grove City, Ohio, is a solar system-themed 
playground with a goal that children of all abilities be able to 
experience a multitude of activities in a totally unique environment. 
The city’s idea for Discovery Frontier was achieved by creating an 
adventure playground within Fryer Park that accommodated 
children of all needs and ability levels in one play experience.  By 
consulting a local physical therapist for autistic children and a school 
for the blind and deaf, the park has gone beyond ADA accessibility 
guidelines creating play experiences that mimic elements used in 
therapy and developmental learning. Many of the activities used in 
different therapies are found in some of the new play pieces that are 
being offered, and what wasn’t offered was custom fabricated. 



Discovery Frontier covers an area the size of three football fields and 
contains a scale model of the solar system with a 230-foot radius. 
There is an underlying theme of education mixed into the 
playground, which utilizes walls striated with veins of minerals and 
fossils, plaque markers with facts on the different planets in both text 
and Braille, and spaces for classes to take part in group exercises 
studying orbit and motion. A timeline worms its way through the 
playground, connecting the adjacent Historical Village to the 
modern YMCA facility.  The timeline provides significant dates in the 
history of discovery and what was going on in the community of 
Grove City at that same time. Along the pathway, children will be 
able to find fossils, footprints of different animals, and imprints of 
different plants found in the area.

The dominant feature in the playground is a 50-foot diameter resin 
and powder-coated sculpture of the sun. Each of the planet areas 
provide the children with a different play experience, all of which 
are accessible by surfaces that follow imaginary orbit paths. One of 
the planet experiences is the Venus Music Garden, which has a 
multitude of bells, drums, and chimes for children to play individually 
or as an impromptu band. The Earth’s moon is a rubberized dome 
with two crater tunnels that allow children into an undercover room. 
Perched atop the Moon is an alien space ship handrail with two 
telescopes allowing children and parents broad views of the 
surrounding park. Mars is a custom-designed climbing wall made 
out of red concrete and stones, and wraps around an interior 
access route allowing children of all abilities to reach the top.

Even with all of the exciting planets and activities this playground 
has to offer, there are two more construction phases planned. The 
next phase is slated to include the Jupiter Splash Pad, which will 
feature rings of water, ground geysers, and spray jets. The final 
phase of the playground will include a healing garden and a 
shelter.

Due to the ambitious goal of creating a park that is fun and 
challenging for all children, there were numerous design 
challenges. The greatest was the need to custom fabricate many 
of the park details in order to achieve a place of true accessibility 
and learning.  Close collaboration between the landscape 
architect, contractors and fabricators was necessary for the entire 
process, in order to achieve the unique character of the park 
elements and surface finishes.

With Phases 1 and 2 of the project complete, the Discovery Frontier 
Playground successfully gives children of all abilities access to 
adventure.  By using custom fabricated structures and materials 
and innovative design, the finished playground provides a safe, 
accessible and educational venue for exploration and discovery.



AWARD OF MERIT

Landscape Architecture Firm:
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Project Landscape Architect:
Additional Credits:

Category:   

New Albany Village Center Plan
New Albany, Ohio

MSI
Village of New Albany
Keith Myers
Jason Sudy - MSI
Erin Prosser - MSI
Joe Stefanov - Village Administrator
Kathryn Meyer - Deputy Director of Community Development
Planning

MSI

The New Albany Village Center Study is the result of efforts to create 
a clear vision and defined goals for the continued reinvention of the 
center of the New Albany community.  The Village of New Albany 
has changed dramatically since 1990, with the construction of the 
New Albany Country Club Community, a completely new school 
campus, numerous Village civic buildings, the S.R. 161 bypass, a 
large business campus, as well as much other residential 
development.  The area that has lagged in this community 
investment has been the Village Center.  The original crossroads 
center of the Village has little remaining historic fabric and lacks a 
unifying identity.  The 2001 New Albany Strategic Plan 
recommended a focused area study for the Village Center be 
conducted as a result of interest by the community to create a 
quality town center and as a response to increased 
redevelopment interest in the village core. It has long been an 
interest of the Village leaders and residents to create a true heart to 
the community. The New Albany Village Center Plan provides that 
guidance through a vision to achieve a Village Center that truly 
reflects the character of the community of New Albany.

The planning effort was led by a Steering Committee of civic 
leaders, residents, business interests and developers that met 
between May 2005 and October 2005.  This Steering Committee 
analyzed individual focus areas within the Village Center and 
provided direction for the type and form of development that 
should take place.  

The primary vision of the plan is for a Village Center that is a true 
center of civic, social, cultural and commercial activity.  The goal is 
to create a traditional town center environment, building and 
improving upon the historic Village Center with walkable and inviting 
streets, quality buildings, civic attractions and appealing amenities 
such as public parks.  Designing and implementing a traditional 
Village Center in a contemporary environment takes diligent 
planning, prescriptive form and proactive policies.  By combining 
innovative planning tools with zoning, design guidelines, and long 
range development strategies, the community can influence 
positive development in the Village Center.



As in many suburban communities, current zoning policies and 
practices preclude the type of development the community 
desired for the traditional village center.  With unaccommodating 
parking, setback and lot coverage requirements, and a priority on 
separation of uses, development would not create a viable town 
center environment under current zoning designations. This has 
required a more cumbersome zoning process to achieve quality 
development in the Village Center.  

To remedy this development environment, the committee focused 
on the components of successful traditional town centers and 
recommended changes addressing these key building blocks of 
success.  These building blocks included proximity of higher-density 
residential to the village core, location of civic uses and public 
spaces, a redundancy of road connections, and quality buildings, 
streetscapes and pedestrian amenities. 

The form of development in the Village Center is paramount to the 
success of the vision – the location of buildings, their relationship to 
the street, as well as overall massing and architecture.  All of these 
factors must be addressed properly to create the desired fabric of 
the Village Center.  The plan describes the form and vision of the 
future through detailed renderings of the expected development, 
including a long range vision plan that indicates a potential future 
for the Village Center.  This rendering indicates the proper form for 
Village Center development with the buildings densely sited and 
placed close to the street.  The site plan view also shows a 
redundancy of connections, possible locations for pooled parking 
opportunities and locations for civic green spaces.

The plan also indicates the desired form for the building massing, 
pedestrian amenities, urban envelope and street hierarchy through 
benchmark photographs, detailed section renderings as well as 
through textual descriptions.  The plan is intended to accurately and 
wholly describe the desired development and its component parts.  
Included in the plan are also detailed perspective renderings to fully 
communicate the vision of the New Albany Village Center.

A primary project challenge was the education process regarding 
key elements for Village Center success.  The concept of large-scale 
residential at urban village density levels was an idea that required 
thinking outside the established parameters of New Albany 
development.  The Steering Committee was strong in understanding 
the value of sometimes unpopular policies such as these higher 
residential densities and the need for multiple road connections to 
the long-term success of the Village Center, and therefore New 
Albany.  

The implementation of this plan focuses on a comprehensive set of 
tools to achieve the vision of the plan as depicted in the renderings 
and perspectives.  To achieve success, the plan recommends 
moving toward a form-based code approach for the Village 
Center, moving away from prohibitive suburban-style zoning toward 
a comprehensive picture of Village Center development.  In 
addition, the plan recommends strategic investments by the 
community within the Village Center including streetscape 
improvements and civic amenities.  This includes elements that build 
on current successes in Village Center residential development and 
successes in civic planning, including the soon to be constructed 
Performing Arts Center and the emerging Rose Run Park corridor. 



The master plan strikes a balance between two vocal groups in the 

community, those interested in active recreation and those seeking 

an environmentally balanced & proactive approach to park 

planning. 

Active recreation on the site takes the form of baseball, softball, 

basketball, soccer and tennis courts and fields, as well as a play 

area and skate park. The relocated active recreation now 

surrounds the recreation center to take advantage of the center’s 

facilities and minimize the need for duplication of facilities, such as 

restrooms, on site. Runoff from these hard surface and lawn areas is 

collected into the stormwater retention system and runs through 

biofiltration swales and into constructed wet meadows and woods. 

Historical maps dating back to 1896 were used to gain an 

understanding of the site’s ecology, both man-made and natural, 

leading up to present day. The master plan uses, as a defining 

element, a portion of the original street pattern that existed on the 

site as a central promenade and connector to nearby transit 

services. Flanking the promenade and suggesting the historic house 

sites are a pavilion, gardens, play areas, orchards, and interpretive 

environmental education features such as solar and wind power, 

edible landscapes. 

A key goal of the project is to retain a large portion of the 

stormwater on-site. Progressive stormwater retention and 

management techniques such as rain gardens, biofiltration swales, 

and permeable pavement will be implemented and interpreted 

on the site. The grade gently slopes from NW to SE. Parking and 

other hard surfaces, roof drains and lawn areas run through a series 

of biofiltration swales and intermittent rain gardens. These will feed 

shallow ponds located along the south portion of the site and will be 

planted with wetland, wet meadow and lowland woods species of 

plants and animals. 

Three wind turbines, located along I-90 will serve as a beacon and 

icon for the EcoVillage neighborhood. Open meadows on the 

eastern portion of the site will reduce the need for mowing yet serve 

as an informal playfield. Loop paths and boardwalks will run along 

and through the shallow pond areas. Interpretive signage will be 

used to tell the story of the approach to the environmental 

restoration of the site and how nearby homeowners can 

incorporate the techniques on a smaller scale.

Environmental art was integrated into the design process at every 

step. Environmental graphics and wayfinders will relate the history 

and environmental reconstruction of the site. 

Three preliminary plans were reviewed by the advisory committee. 

The final master plan was heartily accepted by the committee and 

surrounding community members and is seen as a balanced 

solution to the divergent needs of the neighborhood. 

Estimated cost for the project is 3.2 million dollars.
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The Michael Zone Recreation Center is an existing 22 acre park that 

is part of the City of Cleveland’s public park system. The site has as its 

anchor, a recreation center in the northwest corner of the site. The 

site is heavily used and has greatly deteriorated in recent years. 

Originally formed as a remnant of the construction of the I-90 

corridor, the site was used as a concrete batch plant. This has made 

for an environmentally degraded site with challenging remediation 

issues. Located in the area encompassed by Cleveland’s 

EcoVillage, the site was identified as an important resource for the 

community. Project partners included the EcoCity Cleveland, the 

Detroit Shoreway Community Development Corporation, the City 

of Cleveland, ParkWorks, and Cleveland Public Art. An Advisory 

Committee also contained critical members of the community’s 

schools, parks department, the Regional Transit Authority and the 

Sewer District. The Master Plan for the Greenspace was created 

based on the following project goals:

-   Provide a national model for ecological  

urban greenspace design.

-  Incorporate community planning design  

session comments.  

-  Improve quality and diversity of community  

active recreational needs and   

integrate with ecological design.

-  Create low impact stormwater management  

practices by filtering and detaining on-site 

runoff.  

-  Establish areas of natural habitats with diverse  

vegetative communities.

-  Demonstrate principles of permaculture,  

sustainability and natural habitat restoration.

-  Improve connections for the neighborhood  

residents and businesses including EcoVillage, 

RTA station, Barbara  Booker Elementary School, 

and the new Urban Community School.



The master plan strikes a balance between two vocal groups in the 
community, those interested in active recreation and those seeking 
an environmentally balanced & proactive approach to park 
planning. 

Active recreation on the site takes the form of baseball, softball, 
basketball, soccer and tennis courts and fields, as well as a play 
area and skate park. The relocated active recreation now 
surrounds the recreation center to take advantage of the center’s 
facilities and minimize the need for duplication of facilities, such as 
restrooms, on site. Runoff from these hard surface and lawn areas is 
collected into the stormwater retention system and runs through 
biofiltration swales and into constructed wet meadows and woods. 

Historical maps dating back to 1896 were used to gain an 
understanding of the site’s ecology, both man-made and natural, 
leading up to present day. The master plan uses, as a defining 
element, a portion of the original street pattern that existed on the 
site as a central promenade and connector to nearby transit 
services. Flanking the promenade and suggesting the historic house 
sites are a pavilion, gardens, play areas, orchards, and interpretive 
environmental education features such as solar and wind power, 
edible landscapes. 

A key goal of the project is to retain a large portion of the 
stormwater on-site. Progressive stormwater retention and 
management techniques such as rain gardens, biofiltration swales, 
and permeable pavement will be implemented and interpreted 
on the site. The grade gently slopes from NW to SE. Parking and 
other hard surfaces, roof drains and lawn areas run through a series 
of biofiltration swales and intermittent rain gardens. These will feed 
shallow ponds located along the south portion of the site and will be 
planted with wetland, wet meadow and lowland woods species of 
plants and animals. 

Three wind turbines, located along I-90 will serve as a beacon and 
icon for the EcoVillage neighborhood. Open meadows on the 
eastern portion of the site will reduce the need for mowing yet serve 
as an informal playfield. Loop paths and boardwalks will run along 
and through the shallow pond areas. Interpretive signage will be 
used to tell the story of the approach to the environmental 
restoration of the site and how nearby homeowners can 
incorporate the techniques on a smaller scale.

Environmental art was integrated into the design process at every 
step. Environmental graphics and wayfinders will relate the history 
and environmental reconstruction of the site. 

Three preliminary plans were reviewed by the advisory committee. 
The final master plan was heartily accepted by the committee and 
surrounding community members and is seen as a balanced 
solution to the divergent needs of the neighborhood. 

Estimated cost for the project is 3.2 million dollars.
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The Cleveland Clinic Foundation is a world-renown organization 
located approximately two miles due east of Downtown 
Cleveland.  Ranked among the top healthcare institutions in the 
world the Foundation owns over 100 acres of land which makes up 
its main campus.  The Streets project is an initial dialogue with the 
Foundation about its brand and how that brand might be 
expressed in the design of its campus within the urban fabric of 
Cleveland.  

The project began with some basic questions about branding and 
its relevancy to the Foundation.  The design team threw some 
thoughts on the table about what is branding is all about and why it 
is relevant.   The team then looked at some prototypes of 
well-known (well-branded) urban environments that could be 
further analyzed and studied.  In addition the question is then 
posed:  What makes a great street function both socially and 
visually?



From this ideation portion of the project the designers then directed 
the project toward understanding and analysis.  The Cleveland 
Clinic Campus is looked at in context to the downtown and 
precincts of the city in-between.  The initiative begins to analyze the 
existing campus in context with the city to determine how the 
campus can become better understood, defined and integrated 
with the urban fabric of Cleveland. The purpose is to determine 
potential catalysts for thought and communication between the 
Clinic, urban designers, the city and other appropriate constituents 
within the city of Cleveland which will then be used to help the 
Foundation redefine its brand in the 21st century.

Finally interventions are proposed….physical ideas based upon a 
concept which strengthens the Cleveland Clinic Foundation 
campus within its urban context.  Street hierarchy, threshold, arrival, 
perimeter and edge are all explored in order to consider how the 
CCF Campus can express the brand of the institution.

The landscape architects took a bold and simple approach to 
planning this project.  The intent was not to create a completed 
master plan but rather explore a way of thinking and 
communicating that would stimulate dialogue with the client and 
ultimately other members of the city and community.  Thus the last 
page…”it’s now about dialogue.
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The intention of this publication is to increase public awareness of 
the profession of landscape architecture and to award the 
members of our profession whose work honors us all.  We also wish 
to acquaint our readers with interesting and unique projects 
currently involving Ohio landscape architects.

Photographs, plans and other contents of this publication are under 
prior copyright by the photographers, authors or firms represented.  
They are published here under one-time publishing rights permission 
as stipulated by the Ohio Chapter, ASLA.  Photographs, plans or 
other contents in this publication may not be reproduced in any 
form without first obtaining permission from the Ohio Chapter ASLA, 
photographer, author, firm or other party who may have copyright 
ownership.

We welcome suggestions and comments on any additions or 
changes you would like to see in the next edition of the Ohio 
Chapter ASLA Awards Publication. 
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