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Introduction
On behalf of the Ohio Chapter of the American Society of 
Landscape Architects Executive Committee (OCASLA), we would 
like to thank you for attending our third annual Fall Educational 
program.  We are proud to showcase the beautiful City of Columbus 
and some of the exciting recently completed urban renewal and 
downtown waterfront landscape architectural projects. 

The following pages provide a brief summary of the projects 
that will be visited on the day of the program.  These have been 
compiled for your use and reference.  We hope you find this 
program to be beneficial towards your professional growth and 
development.

Sincerely,

2014 Fall Educational Committee

Carmine Russo, ASLA
Chapter President

Nick Gililand, ASLA
Past President

Karla Macrae, ASLA
President Elect

Emily Donovan, ASLA
VP of Communications

Ashley Solether, ASLA
Buckeye Section Chair

Brian Bernstein, ASLA
Buckeye Section Member-at-Large



Luncheon Lecture
Columbus: Not What  You  
Thought…
Michael Wilkos - The Columbus Foundation
Senior Officer, Community Research and Grants Management

perspective on how the city that originally attracted him so little 
resembles the city today. With aerial photography, maps, photos and 
unique storytelling that represent these changes, you will leave with a 
deeper understanding of how Ohio’s capital city has changed and how it 
is positioned for further growth into the future.

Michael is responsible for research, development and implementation 
of effective social investments that strengthen and improve the 
community. He provides leadership to advance the Foundation’s efforts 
currently focused on the Weinland Park neighborhood. Michael’s depth 
of knowledge and experience in urban planning and community 
development helps position the Foundation to be one of Columbus’ 
leaders in this area of community need. In addition, he works with the 
Ingram-White Castle Foundation and Columbus Youth Foundation.

Columbus, Ohio is perhaps the most 
statistically average city in America. In 
fact, Columbus’ uniqueness has been 
that it was not unique. Dramatic change 
and significant population growth 
over the past 20 years have irrevocably 
shaped the city demographically, 
culturally and physically. As a 
Youngstown transplant, attracted to 
Columbus to attend The Ohio State 
University, Michael Wilkos has a unique

City of Columbus

Size / Area:
217 square miles

Date Incorporated: 
1814

2013 Population:
822,553

2010 Housing Units:
370,965

Home Ownership Rate 2008-2012:
47.8%

Median Household Income 2008-2012:
$43,992

Persons Below Poverty Level 2008-2012:
22.0%

Total Number of Business Firms in 2007:
56,957

Mean Travel Time to Work 2008-2012:
21.2 minutes



Project Information

Size / Area:
7 Acres

Date Completed: 
2012

Developers:
Columbus Downtown Development 
Corporation & Capitol South Community 
Urban Redevelopment Authority

Landscape Architect of Record:
EDGE Group

Construction Manager:
Corna-Kokosing

Architect:
Moody Nolan

Columbus Commons
Columbus Commons is a 7 acre green space located in the heart of 
Downtown Columbus with a state-of-the-art performance space, 
Columbus Bicentennial Pavilion, a hand-carved carousel, an outdoor 
reading room, world-class gardens designed and maintained by the 
Franklin Park Conservatory, outdoor cafés, bocce courts, a life-size chess 
set, and more.

The Commons stands at the former site of City Center Mall, which was 
carefully dismantled and much of it recycled between late 2009 and early 
2010. Construction began on Columbus Commons in mid-2010; one-third 
of the 9 acre site was reserved for market-driven development, while the 
rest would be preserved as a public park. Columbus Commons was nearly 
completed by the end of 2010 and in its inaugural 2011 season it hosted 
300,000 visitors at 130 events. In May 2012, Bicentennial Pavilion opened 
at the north end of the Commons. During the 2012 season, 230 events 
took place at the Commons, over 70 of which were held at the Pavilion.

A unique gathering space for Central Ohio community, Columbus 
Commons supports the ongoing, market-driven development of a truly 
remarkable and walkable Downtown neighborhood that integrates living 
spaces with retail, office, and entertainment opportunities. 

Creating Columbus Commons was a team effort led by Capitol South 
Community Urban Redevelopment Authority (Capitol South), an 
organization with a proud tradition of creating spaces that draw people 
Downtown. Other team members include: the Georgetown Company, 
the site’s development manager, and a design/build team made up of 
construction manager Corna-Kokosing, architects Moody Nolan, and 
landscape architects EDGE Group.

Paul Lada - EDGE
Landscape Architect/Project Manager

Paul Lada is a licensed landscape architect and project manager with EDGE. His 20 years of professional 
experience have been focused on site design, construction documentation and construction administration 
on a wide variety of project types. Representative projects include town centers, retail developments, hospital 
campuses, public parks, and institutional landscapes on both the local and state levels. He is a LEED Accredited 
Professional who brings his knowledge of sustainable site technologies to all of his project work. 

Amy Taylor - Columbus Downtown Development Corporation
Chief Operating Officer

Amy Taylor has more than 18 years of experience in the field of operations, public policy and communications. 
Currently, she serves as the Chief Operating Officer for the Columbus Downtown Development Corporation 
and Capitol South. In her role, she is responsible for the internal operations of the two organizations, leading 
multiple lines of business including parking garage management, strategic plan execution and Columbus 
Commons operations and programming.



Scioto Greenways Project Information

Size / Area:
33-Acre Greenway

Date Completed: 
Expected Completion Fall 2015

Client: 
City of Columbus

Cost:
$35,506,000

Funding Partners:
City of Columbus
MORPC/ODOT
Ohio EPA and US EPA
City of Columbus Dept. of Public Utilities
Columbus Downtown Development Corp.
Franklin County Board of Commissioners
Metro Parks
Columbus Foundation
Battelle

The Scioto Riverfront in Downtown Columbus has been transformed 
as a result of hundreds of millions of dollars in public and private 
developments in the RiverSouth area. But while substantial public and 
private investments along the Scioto River have created world-class 
amenities, the river remains a slow-moving, overly wide pool of sediment-
laden water due to the presence of low head dams.

The Scioto Greenways project is underway and involves three primary 
components: 
1) Removing the Main Street Dam 
2) Restoring the Scioto River channel 
3) Creating 33 acres of new green space.

The Main Street Dam was removed in late 2013, which has restored the 
natural flow of the river and helped improve the ecological systems and 
river habitat. The new riverbanks and restored river channel, which are 
under construction now, will provide new recreation options, as well 
as an opportunity to further leverage existing investments in the area 
through the creation of a stunning 33-acre greenway through Downtown 
Columbus. 

Across the country, dam removal and river restoration projects have 
been shown to increase property values, encourage investment, and 
create vibrant communities. A healthy river that enables recreation 
and improves connectivity will allow Columbus to thrive and ensure 
maximum economic, ecological, and social benefits. The additional 
green space created through the Scioto Greenways project will better 
connect Downtown to the Scioto Peninsula and East Franklinton, build 
on the recent park investments, create links to the existing regional 
bikeway system, and serve as a catalyst for further private investment in 
Downtown.

Brad Westall - Columbus Recreation and Parks
Landscape Architect

Brad Westall is a Landscape Architect with Columbus Recreation and Parks. His projects concentrate on 
assemblage, design and construction of the Central Ohio greenways network. The city’s ongoing trails 
development is one of the leading greenways programs in the Midwest, with over 90 miles of existing paths 
and 6 projects currently under construction. He is also the program manager for Columbus’ CoGo Bike Share.

Bryon Ringley - Stantec
Senior Principle

Bryon Ringley is a Senior Principal at Stantec, in the Columbus, Ohio office. Bryon is a registered professional 
engineer in Ohio, Indiana and Kentucky. He began his engineering career working for the City of Richmond, 
Indiana, in the City Engineer’s Office and at the Richmond Sanitary District in 1990. Bryon is now a Practice 
Leader for Stantec’s Water Group here in Columbus and has been active in a variety of water resources projects 
throughout Ohio and the Great Lakes Region.



Arena District Project Information

Size / Area:
23 acres

Cost: 
$500,000,000

Client/Developer: 
Nationwide Realty Investors

Lead Designer:
Sasaki Associates of Boston

Landscape Architect of Record:
MSI

Materials / Products:
Clay Pavers

Pine Hall Brick

As the premier entertainment district in downtown Columbus, Ohio, the 
Arena District offers an experience unlike any other with exceptional 
dining, accessible parking, live entertainment, exciting sports teams, 
major community events, affordable hotels, and unique residential and 
commercial office opportunities.

The Arena District is located on the former sites of the southern portion 
Olentangy Industrial cluster and the Ohio Penitentiary. The Olentangy 
Industrial Cluster, which developed just after 1900, contained at various 
points in time the Columbus Buggy Company, Union Fork and Hoe 
Company, Jaeger Machine Company, Allen Motor Car Company, Belmont 
Casket, City of Columbus lighting plant and waterworks, along with and 
other factories, warehouses, coal and lumber yards along with as many as 
17 residences in 1925.

The Arena District was also the designated site of the Ohio Penitentiary 
which operated from 1834 to 1984. The prison is famous for several 
occupants including General John Hunt Morgan, Bugs Moran, Chester 
Himes, Sam Sheppard, James H. Snook. It was demolished March 26, 1997. 
A Ohio Historical Society Marker for General John Hunt Morgan, CSA is 
located at the north end of McFerson Commons Park which is one of 
several sites created from the former Ohio Penitentiary grounds.

Around the mid-1990s the area was almost entirely abandoned and 
redevelopment opportunities were envisioned by the City of Columbus. 
Following the closure of the Ohio Penitentiary the land was owned 
by the City of Columbus and it courted various firms and investors 
for redevelopment plans. At the time of the project in 1996 then City 
Councilman Michael B. Coleman, who is the current mayor of Columbus 
stated that the Ohio Penitentiary site is “most important and potentially 
most valuable single site in downtown Columbus.” After proposals were 
reviewed, the City Council approved the redevelopment proposal from 
Nationwide Realty Investors (NRI) and sold the company the 23-acres of 
land for $11.7 million, along with NRI purchasing an additional 4 acres 
from American Electric Power Company (AEP) for $11 million.

Keith Myers, FASLA - The Ohio State University
Landscape Architect

As co-founder of MKSK, Keith has an engaged approach to creative design which is contagious to peers and 
clients alike. He has been the lead designer on a vast array of complex urban design and planning projects for 
nationally recognized downtown districts, large scale mixed-use developments, and renowned universities 
and medical center campuses. Keith’s clear civic vision is evidenced by award-winning work accomplished over 
the 34 years of his professional career as a landscape architect and urban designer. In 2013, Keith accepted 
a position as the Associate Vice President of Planning and Real Estate at The Ohio State University.  In this 
position, he oversees the campus planning and real estate activities of the main campus and all of the regional 
campuses.  
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