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The Columbus Recreation and Parks Department is proud to 
become the steward of the Scioto Greenways. This project is 
the culmination of strong partnerships, vision and a $36 million 
investment in our downtown riverfront.

“We see the Scioto Greenways as an extension of the Scioto 
Mile; an extension of our ability as a Recreation and Parks 
Department to have a significant impact on the quality of 
life and economic success of the city. This impact can only 
happen with proper maintenance, creative programming 
and innovative marketing, which requires resources,” said 
Director Tony Collins. “We have made personnel, supply and 
equipment additions to our 2016 budget request to ensure 
the Scioto Mile and Greenways are successful. It’s important 
for our stakeholders, including citizens, to understand the 
return on this investment; it is the value of what we do as your 
Recreation and Parks Department.”

The Scioto Greenways project created 33 acres of new 
parkland and 1.5 miles of multi-use trails that connect the 
Scioto Mile network of parks. In addition to expanded active 
and passive park space, visitors now have easy access to the 
river and three launch points for hand-powered watercraft.

Credits
City of Columbus Recreation and Parks Department
Landscape Architect / MKSK
Completion / 2015
Link / http://www.sciotomile.com/

Landscape Architects 
Creating Resilient 
Solutions for Every 
Community 
The following examples are evidence of our commitment to 
addressing Climate Change and Resiliency within our local 
communities in Columbus, Ohio. With the Living Shorelines Act, 
Water Infrastructure Flexibility Act and Environmental Justice 
Act, we advocate for innovation through the built environment to 
improve the quality of life in our cities.



Blueprint Columbus is an innovative way of eliminating 
sanitary sewer overflows while also investing in our 
neighborhoods and our local economy. 

This effort was approved by the Ohio EPA on December 1, 
2015. The plan has many advantages over the City’s original 
Wet Weather Management Plan: it’s faster and cheaper; it’s 
greener; it’s more affordable; it’s more innovative; it’s better for 
our neighborhoods and our local economy; and it’s what our 
community wants.

Blueprint Columbus uses today’s technology to address the 
problem of rain water in sanitary sewers by directing it to the 
storm sewer, where it belongs.

There are four pillars that make up Blueprint Columbus: lateral 
lining, roof water redirection, a voluntary sump pump program, 
and green infrastructure. Lateral lining, roof water redirection 
and sump pumps keep rain water out of the sanitary sewer 
system and green infrastructure protects the quality of water 
in our rivers and streams.

In June 2014, the Greater Columbus Infant Mortality Task 
Force ended its 6-month process with the release of its final 
report to the residents of Franklin County. In it were eight 
recommendations to reduce the community’s alarming infant 
mortality rate by 40 percent and cut the racial health disparity 
gap in half by 2020.

CelebrateOne was created in November 2014 to carry out the 
Task Force’s recommendations and ensure Franklin County 
meets its ambitious goal. To do so, CelebrateOne and its 
partners will take on the most significant factors that contribute 
to Columbus’ high infant mortality rate. 

One initiative is Operation Safewalks, to improve mobility 
and transportation options in an effort to help reduce infant 
mortality by providing access to healthcare facilities through 
better connected pedestrian space and dedicated transit routes, 
including Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) and shuttle service.

Credits
City of Columbus Public Utilities Department
Landscape Architect / EMH&T, Various Neighborhoods
Completion / Ongoing until 2035
Link / http://www.columbus.gov/utilities/projects/blueprint/

Credits
City of Columbus Public Service Department
Landscape Architect / REALM, South Linden Neighborhood
Completion / Design Phase
Link / http://celebrateone.info/

Blueprint Columbus
Water Infrastructure / Columbus, Ohio

CelebrateONE
Environmental Justice / Columbus, Ohio


