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Introduction
On behalf of the Ohio Chapter of the American Society of 
Landscape Architects Executive Committee (OCASLA), 
we would like to thank you for attending our inaugural 
Fall Educational program.  We are proud to showcase the 
beautiful City of Cleveland and some of the exciting landscape 
architecture projects that have made this city even more 
liveable!  

The following pages provide a brief synopsis of the projects 
that will be visited on the day of the program.  These have 
been compiled for your use and reference.  We hope you find 
this program beneficial towards your professional growth and 
development!

Sincerely,

The 2012 Fall Educational Committee

Nick Gilliland, ASLA
Chapter President

Brian Bernstein, ASLA
Past President

Carmine Russo, ASLA
VP of Communications

Emily Donovan, ASLA
Western Reserve Section Chair





Project Information

Size / Area:
1 acre

Date Completed: 
Spring 2012

Client: 
City of Cleveland Department of Public 
Works / LAND Studio (previously 
ParkWorks)

Lead Designer:
Thomas Balsley Associates, New York
 
Landscape Architect of Record:
McKnight Associates, Cleveland

General Contractor:
F. Buddie Contracting, Cleveland

Materials / Products:
Resin Panels

3form

Precast Benches
Pompili Precast Concrete

Permeable Pavers
Unilock

Furnishings
Landscape Forms

Perk Park
The project included the demolition of an existing park that had fallen 
into disrepair and the creation of a new re-energized, vibrant public 
space. The park was built in 3 phases over the course of two years for 
$3.2 million. The complex funding stream included both public support 
and private donations and featured a design/build strategy that was 
new for the city.

Project Design Strategy
Originally conceived by Landscape Architect Tom Balsley in 2003, the 
goal was to create a safe, positive environment in a key office and 
residential district in the heart of the city. Balsley’s plan gave order to 
the space by placing a grid of light wands on the site. An interior loop 
pathway and the halving of the site into an open wooded area and an 
open lawn area maximizes the possible uses and appeal of the space. 
Key trees were retained to give a sense of permanence. Clear sight-
lines through the park provide a safe space for users and a variety of 
seating opportunities; colorful plantings and the iconic sun illuminated 
trellis welcome people into the park.

James S. McKnight, ASLA  - McKnight Associates, Ltd.
Landscape Architect of Record

Jim has been practicing landscape architecture in the Cleveland area for over 30 years. In 
1987 he established the firm McKnight Associates. He has a degree in Landscape Architecture 
from Utah State University and a Masters in Urban Planning from the City College of New York. 
McKnight Associates’ success stems from the diversity of work accomplished within the office. 
He has a long history of work both within the urban core as well as in exurban settings. Projects 
include parks, streetscapes, transportation environments, cultural landmarks, living & educational 
environments, and trail systems. His firm has a strong sense of its role in the community.

Robert D. Morgan, ASLA  - McKnight Associates, Ltd.
Project Manager

Rob has worked with Jim for 13 years since returning to the region after working as a landscape 
architect in Seattle for much of the 90’s. A graduate of the landscape architecture program at 
West Virginia University, he has a particular interest in native plants and natural systems design. 
He enjoys work in the public sector and has focused much energy on park and trail system design 
and work in educational environments.

Jayme Schwartzberg, ASLA  - McKnight Associates, Ltd.
Associate

A graduate of the landscape architecture program at the University of Virginia, Jayme was with 
McKeeCarson in Charlottesville before moving to Cleveland and joining McKnight Associates in 
2006. She has run two tours abroad covering landscape history in Britain for students from Hiram 
College. She has a keen sense for design and graphic illustration.





Cleveland Uptown Plaza Project Information

Size / Area:
1.5 acres

Date Completed: 
Fall 2012

Client: 
Case Western Reserve University

Lead Designer:
James Corner Field Operations, 
New York

Landscape Architect of Record:
McKnight Associates, Cleveland

General Contractor:
Donley’s, Cleveland

Materials / Products:
Promenade Paver (EnduraColor & 
Series 3000 finish) Plastic spacer for 
permeability (30k sq. ft.)

Unilock

Furnishings
Landscape Forms

Community Bench, Custom Benches & 
Chairs

Meridian Construction

Whitespire Birch
Herman Losely & Son

The plaza provides a vital link between the newly constructed 
Museum of Contemporary Art (MOCA), designed by London architect 
Farshid Moussavi, and CWRU’s Uptown Alley. Uptown Alley features 
a dense mixture of dining, shops and residential living spaces. James 
Corner Field Operations designed a versatile hardscape accented 
by a grove of trees: the Birch Bar. Custom seating spaces below the 
trees provides a place to meet in an area of CWRU’s campus that has 
become a highly energized crossroad.

Project Design Strategy
The plaza and alley hardscape is constructed entirely of permeable 
concrete pavers laid out in a pattern of light and dark grey that 
serves to ground the site’s architectural elements. The density and 
narrowness of the Alley provides the clear sense that the space
is for people rather than vehicles. Lighting was a critical element in 
the design of the plaza so that the illuminated birch trees would act as 
a beacon for passersby.

James S. McKnight, ASLA  - McKnight Associates, Ltd.
Landscape Architect of Record

Jim has been practicing landscape architecture in the Cleveland area for over 30 years. In 
1987 he established the firm McKnight Associates. He has a degree in Landscape Architecture 
from Utah State University and a Masters in Urban Planning from the City College of New York. 
McKnight Associates’ success stems from the diversity of work accomplished within the office. 
He has a long history of work both within the urban core as well as in exurban settings. Projects 
include parks, streetscapes, transportation environments, cultural landmarks, living & educational 
environments, and trail systems. His firm has a strong sense of its role in the community.

Drew Snoply - Unilock
Consultant

Drew started with Unilock as a Commercial Design Consultant in the summer of 2006.  Prior 
to that he worked for approximately 5 years in a number of Architectural offices working on 
projects ranging from custom homes, public libraries, school/campus design, and large scale 
retail developments. Leading up to his professional practice, Drew obtained his Bachelors in 
Architecture from Miami University and his Masters of Architecture from The University of Illinois, 
Champaign-Urbana.  His roles with Unilock focus on acting as a Consultant to Landscape 
Architects, Engineers, Architects, Municipalities, and Developers.

Robert D. Morgan, ASLA  - McKnight Associates, Ltd.
Project Manager

Rob has worked with Jim for 13 years since returning to the region after working as a landscape 
architect in Seattle for much of the 90’s. A graduate of the landscape architecture program at 
West Virginia University, he has a particular interest in native plants and natural systems design. 
He enjoys work in the public sector and has focused much energy on park and trail system design 
and work in educational environments.

Jayme Schwartzberg, ASLA  - McKnight Associates, Ltd.
Associate

A graduate of the landscape architecture program at the University of Virginia, Jayme was with 
McKeeCarson in Charlottesville before moving to Cleveland and joining McKnight Associates in 
2006. She has run two tours abroad covering landscape history in Britain for students from Hiram 
College. She has a keen sense for design and graphic illustration.





Mary & Al Schneider Healing 
Garden

Project Information

Size / Area:
0.4 acres

Date Completed: 
Fall 2011

Client: 
University Hospitals

Lead Designer:
Visionscapes Landscape Architects, 
Inc., Ontario

Landscape Architect of Record:
Cawrse & Associates, Cleveland

Consultants
MCM Company
Art & Science Lighting Design 
FF & H Engineers
Benza & Associates 
Hetman Engineering
Cannon Design Structural Engineers

Materials / Products:
Custom Water Feature

Crystal Fountains

Cor-Ten Steel and Black Locust Carving
Norbert Koehn:

Stone Sculptor, Earth Bench and Fractal 
Gate Metalwork

Walt Rickli

The Mary and Al Schneider Healing Garden was designed as an 
integral part of the new Seidman Cancer Center. The garden creates 
an experience of respite for cancer patients, staff and families – an 
“Island” designed to both calm and delight one’s senses in the core of 
downtown.

Project Design Strategy
During patient input sessions, requests were made for creating a sense of calm for visitors who want to 
recharge and rejuvenate yet also provide a sense of whimsy; of allowing those journeying with cancer 
something to hang onto and feel a rock’s strength, of being able to find a place of respite having an open 
space to breathe, a place to be away from busy streets yet a part of the urban fabric.
These kind people were talking about a place of awayness, an oasis – an ISLAND.

As one enters the garden, one becomes of entering “somewhere else instead”. Passing through the 
fractal gate (a gate design based on patterns found in Nature), through a “mini” forest of unusual 
evergreens, erratic granite boulders and mist, one begins to feel transported as one eases down the 
accessible pathway into the subtly walled garden

Four elements, Earth, Fire, Water and Air are represented. The Earth rock is a 12000 lb granite boulder, 
carved to create embracing shelves for visitors to sit on at two levels, allowing those who literally want to 
feel a rock’s embrace. Fire was inspired by lava and was cast into disks that are rotated creating a ring 
of fire. As a way of connecting to Nature and creating a natural distraction for those being treated in this 
Infusion area, Air is represented by a rotating double helix, colorful disks ascending as they move in the 
breeze. Lastly, the water feature was designed with four varied effects: reflection, laminar leapers, pop 
jets and mist. Sequenced by computer and designed for operation in all seasons, each event is designed 
to fascinate and transport – even those in wheelchairs can move onto the thin reflective water surface 
and interact with the water.

Virginia Burt, OALA, ASLA, RLA  - Visionscapes Landscape Architects, Inc.
Lead Designer

Virginia Burt is a professional landscape architect and has been deigning for over twenty seven 
years across North America. In her firm, Visionscapes, Virginia is committed to creating gardens 
of meaning, award winning and healing gardens that honor people and place. Her work includes 
both residential and institutional clients at scales from intimate courtyards to over 200 acres.

Her training related to her work includes a Bachelor of Landscape Architecture at the University of 
Guelph, Process Facilitation, Open Space Technology, Peace Awareness Training and Labyrinth 
Facilitation. Virginia has received many awards including the American Society of Landscape 
Architects design awards. 

Dale Burrier, ASLA, CLARB - Cawrse & Associates
Landscape Architect of Record

Dale Burrier is President of Cawrse & Associates, Inc., and has been a part of the firm since 1984 
as a landscape architect and land planner.  He has diverse experience that includes streetscape 
design, golf course design, urban/retail design, residential land planning, and park & recreation 
design.

In 1982, Dale earned his Bachelor of Landscape Architecture degree from The Ohio State 
University.  He also received certification from the Council of Landscape Architectural Registration 
Board (CLARB) in 1994.  Dale is a Member of ASLA, and is an expert speaker on open space 
conservation development, residential land planning and golf course community development.  He 
holds registration in Ohio, Michigan, Kentucky and Virginia.





Cleveland Clinic Main Entry 
Circle
The Cleveland Clinic Heart Center, the first major project completed 
as part of the Cleveland Clinic Masterplan, consists of two main parts, 
an entry allée and a large circular fountain and plaza.

The entry allée is created by six concrete reflecting pools flanked 
by 398 columnar Liriodendron tulipifera ‘Arnold’ trees, which PWP 
individually selected in Georgia and North Carolina. Within the pools 
sit a grid of 300 hand-picked Wisconsin granite boulders. The trees 
and boulders act as strong sculptural elements that provide human 
scale and draw attention to seasonal change in the largest green 
space on the campus. At the end of the allée sits the centerpiece 
of the wide circular drop-off and arrival court, an 80-foot-diameter 
lighted pool made of two clear acrylic circles within rings of black brick 
pavers and gray granite cobbles. The acrylic walls of the fountain are 
rounded on top to produce a very slow, elegant movement of water 
that makes the walls invisible.

Project Design Strategy
Walker was very focused on the rhythm of the trees and how they • 
will look and feel when the trunks are of large diameter at maturity.
The plaza is composed of concentric and a non-concentric circles. • 
The brick paving weaves them together.
Brick and granite cobbles are set on a sand setting bed over a • 
concrete sub-slab.
The pool walls are made of 2 inch thick acrylic, the same material • 
used in aquariums.
The pool is heated throughout the winter.• 

Project Information

Size / Area:
1.2 acres

Date Completed: 
2009

Client: 
Cleveland Clinic Foundation

Lead Designer:
PWP, Berkley

Landscape Architect of Record:
NBBJ, Columbus

Sub-Consultants 
Dan Euser Waterarchitecture, Inc
Mark Smallridge Associates, Inc.
ISC Group
Michael Benza and Associates

Materials / Products:

Dark Ironspot Brick Pavers
Endicott Clay Products

MTR Series Column Lights
Selux

Acrylic pool walls
Reynolds Polymer

CU Soil

Hydronic Snow Melt System

John Woods, ASLA  - NBBJ
Project Landscape Architect

With over 20 years of experience, John has been involved in the design of landscape architecture 
and urban design projects nationally and internationally, spanning all of NBBJ’s market sectors. 
John is considered one of the firm’s key resources in the realm of technical design and 
sustainable site practices.  John’s passion for the technical craft of landscape architecture is 
exhibited in the high standard-setting work at the Cleveland Clinic Main Entry Circle and Grange 
Insurance Headquarters, just two examples of his excellence in realizing built works of landscape 
architecture. John has made a significant contribution to many of the firm’s award winning 
projects.





Cleveland Clinic Vail Garden Project Information

Size / Area:
25’ x 115’

Date Completed: 
2007

Client: 
Cleveland Clinic Foundation
& donors Thomas and Iris Vail

Lead Designer:
NBBJ, Columbus

Sub-Consultants 
Joel Berman Glass Studios 
NBBJ Lighting Design
Michael Benza and Associates

Materials / Products:

Granite

Terrazzo

Glass

Hemlock, Pachysandra, Annual Flowers

As an extension of Cleveland Clinic’s Heart Center expansion project, 
NBBJ was commissioned to design the arrival garden associated with 
the clinic’s new main entrance adjacent to Euclid Avenue.

Tom Vail, former owner and editor of Cleveland’s major newspaper, 
the Plain Dealer, along with his wife Iris have had a long standing 
relationship with the clinic.  They were major donors to the Learner 
Garden, designed by Diana Balmori and constructed in the 1990’s 
and have helped guide other projects especially those related to 
gardens and grounds.

The Vails were quite interested in the Heart Center project and 
wanted to donate financially to the design of a garden.  NBBJ’s 
landscape architects worked with the clinic’s leadership and the Vails 
in the design of the Arrival Garden, which thousands of people pass 
by daily as they visit the clinic.

Project Design Strategy
The vision for the garden came together quite easily as the Vails 
and the landscape architect had common intentions, which centered 
on the idea of simplicity and elegance. The Arrival Garden is a 
contemporary expression of the basic elements found in fine gardens 
such a groundcover bed, a reflecting pool, a hedge, a flower bed, a 
sculpture, and a garden wall.  

Ed Mickelson, FASLA  - NBBJ
Lead Designer

Edwin R. Mickelson has over 30 years of experience and serves as the Design Leader for 
landscape architecture at NBBJ.  He directs a studio of over 20 designers working nationally 
and internationally on projects ranging from large scale city master plans to site specific projects 
largely associated with contemporary architecture.  In addition to his work at the Cleveland Clinic, 
he is presently working with his teams on projects in China, South Korea, Russia, Kuwait and 
Jordan.  A list of his clients includes Samsung, Microsoft, Grange Insurance, Suning Corporation, 
Tencent Corporation, The Ohio State University, Northeastern University and the Housing Bank 
for Trade and Finance.  Ed is also a frequent lecturer and critic at Ohio State’s Knowlton School of 
Architecture

John Woods, ASLA  - NBBJ
Project Landscape Architect

With over 20 years of experience, John has been involved in the design of landscape architecture 
and urban design projects nationally and internationally, spanning all of NBBJ’s market sectors. 
John is considered one of the firm’s key resources in the realm of technical design and 
sustainable site practices.  John’s passion for the technical craft of landscape architecture is 
exhibited in the high standard-setting work at the Cleveland Clinic Main Entry Circle and Grange 
Insurance Headquarters, just two examples of his excellence in realizing built works of landscape 
architecture. John has made a significant contribution to many of the firm’s award winning 
projects.





Cleveland Medical Mart 
& Convention Center
Designed as the core civic space in the City of Cleveland by Daniel 
Burnham in 1903, the Mall is a series of three large city block 
greenspaces surrounded by many of Cleveland’s most important 
civic and governmental institutions. With the reconstruction of the 
convention center that extends below much of that greenspace, Malls 
B and C are being rebuilt as well. The newly designed Malls are a 
large green roof covering the convention center. Currently the Mayor’s 
appointed Group Plan Commission continues to work with LAND 
Studio and GGN on design development and fund-raising for future 
phased improvements to include a fountain, specialty gardens, food 
pavilion and public art installations.

Project Design Strategy
GGN referenced the original designs for the Malls which included 
axial, strong tree lined promenades running north / south flanking 
large, open lawn areas. The promenades terminate at the north 
overlooking the view to the lake. The open lawns provide a flexible 
place for gatherings and informal play. A lift in the building at the north 
end of Mall B will provide a dramatic entry to the convention center, as 
well as, provide the greenspace with a topographic variant, views to 
the lake and a seating backdrop for events on the Mall.

Project Information

Size / Area:
18 acres

Estimated Completion: 
Fall 2013

Client: 
Cuyahoga County, Merchandise Mart 
Properties, Inc. (MMPI)

Lead Designer:
Gustafson Guthrie Nichol Ltd. (GGN)

Landscape Architect of Record:
McKnight Associates, Cleveland

General Contractor:
Turner Construction, Cleveland

Materials / Products:
Furnishings

Landscape Forms

James S. McKnight, ASLA  - McKnight Associates, Ltd.
Landscape Architect of Record

Jim has been practicing landscape architecture in the Cleveland area for over 30 years. In 
1987 he established the firm McKnight Associates. He has a degree in Landscape Architecture 
from Utah State University and a Masters in Urban Planning from the City College of New York. 
McKnight Associates’ success stems from the diversity of work accomplished within the office. 
He has a long history of work both within the urban core as well as in exurban settings. Projects 
include parks, streetscapes, transportation environments, cultural landmarks, living & educational 
environments, and trail systems. His firm has a strong sense of its role in the community.

Robert D. Morgan, ASLA  - McKnight Associates, Ltd.
Project Manager

Rob has worked with Jim for 13 years since returning to the region after working as a landscape 
architect in Seattle for much of the 90’s. A graduate of the landscape architecture program at 
West Virginia University, he has a particular interest in native plants and natural systems design. 
He enjoys work in the public sector and has focused much energy on park and trail system design 
and work in educational environments.

Jayme Schwartzberg, ASLA  - McKnight Associates, Ltd.
Associate

A graduate of the landscape architecture program at the University of Virginia, Jayme was with 
McKeeCarson in Charlottesville before moving to Cleveland and joining McKnight Associates in 
2006. She has run two tours abroad covering landscape history in Britain for students from Hiram 
College. She has a keen sense for design and graphic illustration.




