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March 30, 2016 
 
Governance and Administration 
 
 Staff met with architect Gensler and contractor Coakley Williams recently to discuss progress on 

the interior demolition and other issues related to the ASLA Center for Landscape Architecture. 
Gensler has already submitted answers to questions raised during the review process to the District 
Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs. Final sign off is still pending from the Department of 
Energy and the Environment for sediment and erosion control and from the Chinatown Design 
Review Subcommittee for the Chinese character elements.  Regular coordination meetings are also 
being held on the LEED® and Well Building Standard® requirements.    

 
 Recently EVP Nancy Somerville, Hon. ASLA, Special Assistant Keith Swann, and PR and 

Communications Director Terry Poltrack met with Landscape Architecture Foundation (LAF) 
Executive Director Barbara Deutsch, FASLA, and past LAF president Mark Dawson, FASLA, to 
discuss LAF’s upcoming 50

th
 anniversary celebration and symposium to be held in Philadelphia in 

June, as well as review of ASLA’s proposed schedule of promotional support for LAF in 2016.   
 
 Work continues with the Constitution and Bylaws Committee on the revisions to the ASLA 

Constitution and Bylaws.  Past vice president and current member of the committee Kay Williams, 

FASLA, will attend the midyear Board meeting to act as parliamentarian and assist with Board 

action on its revisions.  

 
 Steven Spears, FASLA, and Design Workshop staff held a conference call with staff and members 

of the Site Sustainability Task Force to share a preliminary Eye Street Streetscape overview for 
ASLA’s Chinatown Green Street Demonstration Project.  Spears reviewed the site context, project 
goals, regulatory challenges, and concept strategies.  

 
 Pledges to the campaign for the ASLA Center for Landscape Architecture have now passed the 

$1 million mark ($1,017,323) on its way to the $1.5 million goal. Click the link for the list of donors to 

date. To suggest firms who have yet to pledge, please contact Director Sears; phone, 202-216-2369. 

 

 Director Sears is also reaching out to ASLA members and friends to promote the new ASLA Fund 

Heritage Circle program that encourages ASLA members and friends to include a donation to the 

Fund in their estate plans. For more information, click on ASLA Fund Heritage Circle or contact 

Director Sears. 

 

 The annual strategic priorities and program review surveys were sent to the Board, Chapter 

Presidents Council, and staff.  Responses are due by Monday, April 11. Please contact Corporate 

Secretary Millay, ASLA, with questions.  

 
 The monthly all-staff meeting was held recently and included the presentation of the “Excellence 

in Service Award” to deserving staff members who were nominated by their colleagues. The award 
recognizes staff for their exemplary spirit of teamwork, collaboration, and helpfulness. This 
year’s recipients: Production Manager Sarah Berger, Managing Director Susan Cahill, Hon. ASLA, Art 
Director Chris McGee, and Sr. Communications Manager Jared Green.  

 
Finance and Business Operations 

 
 The Society’s financial audit continued yesterday with a conference call with Finance VP Jeffrey 

Townsend, FASLA, Audit Committee Chair Tom Mroz, FASLA, and the members of the Audit 
Committee. 
 

https://lafoundation.org/news-events/2016-summit/
http://cla.asla.org/
mailto:rsears@asla.org
https://www.asla.org/heritagecircle.aspx
mailto:rsears@asla.org
mailto:cmillay@asla.org
mailto:cmillay@asla.org
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 The 2016 LAM advertising contracts now total 83 percent of the budget.  
 

 The 2016 EXPO booth sales continue with 73 percent of the floor sold.   
 
 The Meetings, EXPO, and Education teams are traveling to New Orleans today to meet with annual 

meeting suppliers and the leadership of the Ernest N. Morial Convention Center, the host education 
and EXPO site. Focus will also be on offsite venues for field sessions and special events.    

 
Government Affairs 

 Trustees and chapter leaders should register for Advocacy Day and the Midyear Meeting by 
Friday, April 1, so that Government Affairs can schedule the Congressional meetings. Register now.  

 The North Carolina legislature has released a draft licensing reform bill that does not include 
the deregulation of landscape architects. The draft bill is the result of a two-year study in which the 
evaluation committee initially concluded that further review of the landscape architects board was 
needed. Throughout the evaluation process, the North Carolina Chapter conducted advocacy and 
outreach to both the evaluation committee and key legislators. A hearing was held this winter, at 
which several landscape architects testified. ASLA and the North Carolina Chapter will continue to 
monitor this legislation as it moves through the legislative process. 

 In early February, HB2613 was introduced in the Arizona House of Representatives which 
proposed de-licensing landscape architects and several other professions. At a subsequent 
hearing on the legislation, over 150 landscape architects attended and voiced their concerns. 
Additionally, throughout February 1,500 letters were sent by Arizonians through the ASLA iAdvocate 
system. As a result of these and other efforts, on March 3 the Arizona House of Representatives 
passed an amendment removing the de-licensing of landscape architects from the bill. The 
amendment also made licensing of geologists and cremationists optional and called for a cost-benefit 
study of transferring all occupational licensing and non-health regulatory boards to a new department. 
The newly amended version of HB2613 then passed the House by a vote of 31-20 and is now making 
its way through the Senate. 

 Recently, Government Affairs Manager Mark Cason and Government Affairs Coordinator Cheyenne 
Williams attended the Sustainable Urban Forest Coalition’s (SUFC) Annual Meeting, which 
included presentations on the SUFC’s strategic plan and coalition activities in 2015; discussions 
related to environmental strategies for improving urban health and safety; urban ecosystems and 
water; and diversifying the urban forestry workforce. The keynote address highlighted how 
physicians are prescribing parks and nature as a way to prevent and treat chronic diseases. 

 McElroy, Deutsch, Mulvaney & Carpenter, LLP has announced the creation of the Institute for 
Occupational Licensing Reform (IOLR), a public advocacy organization dedicated to 
addressing licensing regulations across a broad range of occupations. Once the new 
organization’s website and blog are established, ASLA will share the links with all chapters. The 
IOCR intends to serve as a clearinghouse for information designed to raise public awareness, publish 
a bi-weekly blog entitled "Over-Licensed," host educational seminars, speak at industry events, and 
serve as a public advocate before state licensing boards whose regulations they believe 
unnecessarily restrain access to occupational licenses. 
 

 ASLA has joined several members of the SUFC in sending a letter to House Interior Subcommittee 
Chairman Ken Calvert (CA) and Ranking Member Betty McCollum (MN) requesting additional 
funding for urban forests and green infrastructure programs under the Subcommittee’s 
jurisdiction. 
 

https://www.eiseverywhere.com/ehome/163897?eb=271033
https://www.asla.org/uploadedFiles/CMS/Government_Affairs/Federal_Government_Affairs/SUFC%20sign%20on.pdf
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 ASLA also joined several members of the National Parks Second Century Action Coalition in 
sending a letter to President Barack Obama to express appreciation for the proposed 
investment in fiscal year 2017 funding for the National Park Service. 
 

 ASLA members are encouraged to apply for the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) 
competitive grant program known as the Outdoor Recreation Legacy Partnership Program 
(ORLP). The ORLP is offered by the National Park Service and is a stand-alone initiative, funded 
through the LWCF State and Local Assistance Program. This year’s program is now open. The 
deadline to apply is May 20, 2016. 

 Recently, the U.S. Department of Transportation’s (USDOT) announced that $500 million will be 
made available for transportation projects across the country under the Transportation 
Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) competitive grant program. Fiscal year 
2016 TIGER discretionary grants will fund capital investments in surface transportation infrastructure 
and will be awarded on a competitive basis for projects that will have a significant impact on the 
nation, a metropolitan area, or a region. Pedestrian and bicycle projects and other active 
transportation projects are eligible for TIGER funding. The deadline to apply is April 29, 2016.  

 ASLA continues to use the iAdvocate Network to urge members to send messages to policy makers 
and to update members on webinars, federal grant opportunities, policy reports, and other 
information. So far this year, 936 advocates have sent 3,013 messages to policy makers on issues 
important to the profession, including, permanent reauthorization of LWCF, and threats to deregulate 
licensure. ASLA’s Advocacy Twitter account continues to grow, with 630 followers, up from 500 in 
2015.  

Landscape Architecture Magazine 

 Editor Brad McKee was in Los Angeles last week around a visit to the landscape architecture 
program at the University of Southern California. After studio reviews, McKee gave a talk on 
Wednesday evening, and returned on Thursday to meet with leaders of the student ASLA chapter. 
The visit was sponsored by Permaloc. 

 Senior Editor Jennifer Reut attended the CELA meeting in Salt Lake City last week to scout for story 
ideas and writers for the magazine (see more in Education on CELA). 

Public Relations and Communications 
 
 World Landscape Architecture Month kicks off in two days!  As part of the lead up, ASLA and the 

Trust for Public Land held a preview screening of “10 Parks That Changed America” that 
attracted over 100 people on March 21. EVP Somerville joined Peter Harnik from the Trust and the 
producer and host in a lively discussion of the role of parks in modern life.  So far, 19 chapters also 
have arranged to host events featuring the show. And remember to watch it on PBS April 12. 
 

 Make sure you download your “This Is Landscape Architecture” card from the WLAM site and 
upload your photos to social media with #WLAM2016! 

 
 A total of 542 registrations were made, with a final of 452 submissions completed for the 2016 

professional awards.  The jury meets April 7-9 at the Loews Madison Hotel in Washington, D.C. 
Last year, we received 459 completed entries. 

  
 Senior Communications Manager Jared Green attended SXSW Interactive 2016, Austin, Texas, and 

will be posting items of note on The Dirt. This conference attracted more than 40,000 attendees and 

https://www.asla.org/uploadedFiles/CMS/Government_Affairs/Federal_Government_Affairs/Letter%20FY17%20PB%20FINAL.pdf
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/search-grants.html?keywords=P16AS00065
https://www.transportation.gov/tiger
https://www.transportation.gov/tiger
http://advocate.asla.org/app/register?1&m=15471
https://asla.org/contentdetail.aspx?id=45783
https://asla.org/contentdetail.aspx?id=45783
http://dirt.asla.org/
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showcased the future of digital communications concepts and tool. 

 

 In advance of the move to a responsive ASLA.org, the web team have removed tables from some 
120-plus web pages on the site. More than 10 ASLA interviews were significantly updated during the 
de-tabling process. This will work will continue through the spring. 
 

 A Dirt review of Structures for Coastal Resilience, a new exhibition featuring landscape architects at 
the Center for Architecture in NYC and posts on DC’s adaptive reuse plan and the competing visions 
for Pershing Park were featured in ArchNewsNow.  

 
Member and Chapter Services 
 
 As of March 30, ASLA membership has a growth of 1.2 percent, a steady increase.  Growth in 

full members still is strong, showing a 2.5 percent increase and we are seeing a small increase in 

student members at .8 percent.    

 On March 22, CFO Michael O’Brien hosted the 2016 first quarter Chapter Treasurer Webinar. The 
webinar focused on the monthly and yearly tasks assigned to the treasurer.  Fourteen chapter leaders 
participated. 

 
 Customized chapter member satisfaction survey reports were provided to: Illinois, Maryland, 

Minnesota, New York, New York Upstate, Ohio, Virginia and Wisconsin. 
 
 Billing reports were completed and invoices were mailed to members renewing on May 31 (1,051 

members), April 30 (800 members); and those that lapsed on February 29 (308 members).  Invoices 
were also sent to 309 LAM subscribers.  

 
Education and LAAB 
 
 Today, ASLA entered into an agreement with the U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC) to become a 

USGBC Education Partner. As a partner, ASLA will produce education courses that will be 
offered and promoted through USGBC. This will also enhance ASLA’s visibility and role as an 
education resource for SITES® and sustainability education. 

 
 Vice President of Education David Cutter, ASLA, spoke to the Council of Educators in Landscape 

Architecture (CELA) Board of Directors last week about ASLA’s top priorities of advocacy and 
public awareness as well as special projects including the Chinatown Green Street Project and 
the Center for Landscape Architecture. Accreditation and Education Programs Manager Kristopher 
Pritchard provided Landscape Architectural Accreditation Board (LAAB) top priorities including ROVE 
recruitment and training, the revised Accreditation Standards and other updated documents such as 
the SER Guidelines and Visiting Team Guidelines, and holding an accreditation workshop at the 
annual meeting in New Orleans. The group also attended the landscape architecture program 
administrators’ retreat and participated in discussions with the administrators about current 
challenges in landscape architecture education, including recruitment, financial restructuring in higher 
education, and innovative practices in landscape architecture curricula.  Education Director Susan 
Apollonio also participated. 

 
 Manager Pritchard also presented on a panel at the conference that discussed the recent 

movement of several undergraduate landscape architecture programs from five years to four years in 
the U.S.   
 

 LAAB published the 2016 Accreditation Standards and 2016 Accreditation Procedures. 
Additionally, LAAB published the Annual Report Summaries for 2013, 2014, and 2015, providing 
aggregate data from all LAAB accredited programs. All documents are available on LAAB’s Website. 

http://www.asla.org/laab
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 Yesterday, Education Programs Administrator Emily O’Connor led an LA CES informational session 

to educate staff about the system.  She provided information on the formation and administration 
of LA CES, how providers become approved, and the course submission process. 
 

 Manager Pritchard recently held an LAAB Annual Report (Civicore) webinar for all LA program 
chairs. The webinar covered functionality of the annual report, best practices and lessons learned 
over the last year, and stressed the importance of submitting accurate data. The session was 
recorded and a link is available for any individuals who were unable to attend. 

 
 The Landscape Architecture Continuing Education System™ (LA CES™) has 229 active 

providers offering 1,533 courses. There is one provider application pending review. 
 
Professional Practice  
 
 Manager Shawn Balon, ASLA, met with the NEA Creative Placemaking Colloquium Steering 

Committee (Trust for Public Land and The City Parks Alliance) via conference call to review potential 
attendees, speakers/facilitators, and the meeting agenda for the creative place-making colloquium 
scheduled to take place in Philadelphia on June 2-3. Manager Balon will participate in the colloquium. 

 Manager Linette Straus, ASLA, and Director Elizabeth Hebron participated in a second call with 
several representatives from the California Government Operations Agency, the Business and 
Consumer Relations Business, Consumer Services and Housing Agency, and USGBC to further a 
discussion on SITES and its viability for public contracts in the state of California.  The 
discussion concluded with a request for additional information on SITES for the various interested 
agencies in California and potentially a live presentation and training.  

 
 The Archives and Collections Committee met via conference call to plan the update of the Chapter 

Archive Policy Guidelines and Chapter Archives White Paper. The committee confirmed the plan to 
send the annual invitation to solicit information on landscape architecture collections and chapter 
archives to chapter presidents and landscape architecture program chairs during World Landscape 
Architecture Month. 

 
 The Professional Practice Committee met via conference call to confirm that a representative group 

will review a demo of the newly revised LANDCADD software application to be presented via 
webinar in April. Also, the newest subcommittee on Tree and Soil Research is working with staff to 
finalize and test the Tree and Soil Research blog to be launched over the next few months. 

 
Deadlines and Reminders 
 
 During March and April, ASLA members may post one free intern position per firm, agency, or 

organization. 
 
 The Leadership Calendar can be accessed on the web.   
 

mailto:eoconnor@asla.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AcgDiOXH9HQ
http://www.tpl.org/?gclid=CjwKEAjww9O3BRDp1tq0jIP023YSJAB0-j1SXgTRozkreiY-duzpm6oTrGQZuOxnJHqWLsvu0dicsxoCNNDw_wcB
http://www.cityparksalliance.org/
http://www.asla.org/Leadershiphandbook.aspx?id=19032&ItemIdString=e0fa05764_34_110_19032

