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Landscape Architect Edwin R. Mickelson Receives Delia White Vail Medal 

for Advancing Horticultural Excellence Locally and Internationally 
 

Award established by Cleveland Botanical Garden in 1957 

 

May 20, 2016 – Cleveland, Ohio –Edwin R. Mickelson, principal at NBBJ in Columbus, Ohio, 
received the Delia White Vail Medal today for his esteemed body of work including his 
contributions to landscaping Cleveland public spaces.  
 
Former Cleveland Botanical Garden board member Herman Lansing Vail established the award 
in 1957 to commemorate his wife’s lifelong interest in horticulture and civic beautification. The 
medal recognizes individuals and organizations that have made significant national 
contributions to the field of horticulture. 
 
Mickelson strives to combine artistic expression with social purpose and realize outdoor 
environments that respect the natural environment, enliven community and enhance life. 
During his career he has won more than 30 design awards for his work in the planning and 
design of highly complex sites in the United States, China, South Korea, Taiwan, Turkey, Jordan 
and Kuwait. 
 
He continues his connection with Cleveland through current commissions such as the Lucia 
Smith Nash Walk on the campus of Case Western Reserve University, a streetscape study for 
Euclid at Uptown, and the urban landscapes associated with the nuCLEus development located 
downtown adjacent to the Quicken Loans Arena.  The Cleveland Clinic Foundation Vail Garden, 
built in 2006 at the front doors of the Cleveland Clinic Heart Center, represents Mickelson’s 
design excellence in an intimate setting, expressing beauty and simplicity. 
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About Cleveland Botanical Garden 
Cleveland Botanical Garden, located at 11030 East Boulevard in Cleveland’s University Circle 
cultural district, is an ever-changing urban escape where visitors find enrichment and 
inspiration through fabulous gardens, an exotic Glasshouse and enchanting events. The 
Botanical Garden is integrated with The Holden Arboretum, a vast 3,600 acre living museum 
located in Kirtland, Ohio.   

###  

Cleveland Botanical Garden receives public support through Cuyahoga Arts & Culture. 

 
 


