
 

 

Do the firm ownership requirements in Revised Code §4703.331 (A)—(H) need revision? 
 
The Ohio Landscape Architects Board is seeking input on whether or not there is a need to revise the 
ownership requirements in Ohio Revised Code §4703.331 (A)—(H). 
 
Current law specifies that MORE than 50% of the owners and MORE than 50% of the ownership in a 
landscape architecture firm must be held by registered design professionals. The Board would like input 
and comments from members of the Ohio Chapter, ASLA, on whether or not this requirement poses an 
unnecessary burden on firms and should be eliminated or modified. 
 
What does “registered design professional” mean? 
 
In Ohio, a registered design professional must be either a Landscape Architect, Architect, Engineer, or 
Professional Surveyor. Some states license other professions, e.g., interior design, geologists, soil 
scientists, but these licenses are not recognized under Ohio law as “design professionals” for the 
purposes of firm ownership.  
 
What does “more than 50% of the owners” and “more than 50% of the ownership”? 
 
Both requirements must be met in order to qualify. Not only do the number of owners have to meet the 
requirement, the amount of ownership (or shares owned) of the firm must meet the board’s 
requirement. 
 
 For example: 

 Firm A has two owners. One owner is an Ohio registered Landscape Architect; the other is not. 
This firm does not meet the requirement, regardless of how the ownership/shares are 
distributed. 

 Firm B has three owners. Two of the three owners are registered design professionals. Each 
owner owns 1/3 of the outstanding shares in the  firm. This firm meets the requirements. 

 Firm C has six owners. Four of the six owners are registered design professionals. This meets the 
first requirement. However, one of the owners, who is not a registered design professional, 
owns 75% of the shares of the firm. The remaining owners hold the remaining 25% of the 
shares. This firm does not meet the second requirement, and therefore, does not qualify under 
Ohio’s rules. 

 
Why might the ownership requirement need revision? 
 
The board periodically reviews its laws (Ohio Revised Code) and rules (Ohio Administrative Code) to 
ensure they are still appropriate and necessary. In fact, all rules must be reviewed by the board every 
five years. 
 
There are some reasons to believe the current firm ownership requirements are in need of revision: 
 

1) Out of state firms who don’t meet Ohio’s ownership requirements currently circumvent the law 
by creating qualified subsidiaries in order to practice in Ohio;  

2) Larger in-state firms can afford to circumvent the ownership requirements by creating multiple 
corporations; 



 

 

3) The current ownership requirement of over 51% adversely affects the small, independently 
owned firm. These small firms are the heart of the purest form of the profession and are the 
most burdened by government regulation because they don’t have the resources to get around 
the rules like large combined firms: 

 For example, some small firms are unable to meet the requirement when only one of two 
owners is a registered design professional—for example, husband/wife firms where one 
spouse is not licensed, or where one owner is a licensed professional in a profession not 
licensed in Ohio, but licensed in another state, such as interior design or geology;  

4) A firm can benefit from having a partnership relationship with other professions, such as those 
with environmental/horticultural/aesthetic/business expertise. 

5)  A firm can already be completely owned by non-landscape architect design professionals, 
employing a single landscape architect to serve as the person designated in responsible control; 

6) Ohio engineers have no ownership requirement, and the influence of engineers is not 
diminished; and,  

7) In light of the Supreme Court’s decision in North Carolina State Board of Dental Examiners v. 
Federal Trade Commission, the statute could potentially be seen as anti-competitive by other 
courts. 

 
Therefore, the Ohio Landscape Architects Board is seeking OCASLA’s input. Please send your comments 
and/or questions to Emily Donovan, OCASLA VP of Communications at edonovan@greenlandeng.com or 
Amy Kobe, Ohio Landscape Architects Board at amy.kobe@arc.ohio.gov. 
 
The deadline for comments is Monday, August 22. 
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