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The Science of Scenery provides a rigorous examination of how we view 
scenic beauty, why we like it, and how it may be measured and mapped. 
There is no other book that not only traces the development of the 
Western view of landscapes in all its dimensions but also brings together 
the findings of recent research into it.  

The material of this book has been described by Professor David 

Gilbertson as an extraordinarily difficult topic, intractable perhaps, and 

full of pitfalls and snares. However, it is a profoundly original and an 

important piece of work. It is full of unusual insights, new juxtapositions 

of ideas, novel syntheses, new evidence, fresh understanding and 

unfamiliar perspectives upon a difficult subject. 

The core message of the book is that aesthetics is a subjective quality 

which can be measured objectively through surveying people’s likes and 

dislikes – their aesthetic preferences. It is not enough to merely describe 

the character of the landscape without also assessing its quality because 

it is its beauty, not its character, which we find attractive.  

Andrew Lothian has developed and applied the Community Preferences 

Method (CPM) described in this book to regions of Australia and also to 

the Lake District in England. The CPM has also assessed the visual 

impact of developments including wind farms. The book contains a wealth 

of insights into landscape preferences derived from these studies. The 

CPM is sufficiently detailed to enable anyone to apply it to landscapes of 

interest. 

The book will appeal to and provide a valuable resource to landscape 

managers, planners, psychologists, geographers, environmentalists and 

landscape designers as well as to the well-read layperson because of its 

wealth of historical and cultural information. 

As summed up by Professor Ian Bishop in his forward to the book,  

It is a major contribution in consolidating all we have learned over the last 

millennia, and provides a terrific starting point for those concerned about 

the future of our landscapes. 


